August 28.]      Dinner at Sir Eyre Coote's.
voice. There was a pretty large company: Mr. Feme, Major Brewse, and several officers. Sir Eyre had come from the East-Indies by land, through the Desarts of Arabia. He told us, the Arabs could live five days without victuals, and subsist for three weeks on nothing else but the blood of their camels, who could lose so much of it as would suffice for that time, without being exhausted. Fie highly praised the virtue of the Arabs; their fidelity, if they undertook to conduct any person; and said, they would sacrifice their lives rather than let him be robbed. Dr. Johnson, who is always for maintaining the superiority of civilized over uncivilized men1, said,' Why, Sir, I can see no supcriour virtue in this. A serjeant and twelve men, who are my guard, will die, rather than that I shall be robbed.' Colonel Pen-nington, of the 37th regiment, took up the argument with a good deal of spirit and ingenuity. PENNINGTON. ' But the soldiers are compelled to this by fear of punishment.' JOHNSON. 'Well, Sir, the Arabs are compelled by the fear of infamy.' PENNINGTON. 'The soldiers have the same fear of infamy, and the fear of punishment besides; so have less virtue; because they act less voluntarily.' Lady Coote observed very well, that it ought to be known if there was not, among the Arabs, some punishment for not being faithful on such occasions.
We talked of the stage. I observed, that we had not now such a company of actors as in the last age ; Wilks", Booth3, &c. &c. JOHNSON. 'You think so, because there is one who excels all the rest so much: you compare them with
1 See ante, ii. 83, 262, 285 ; iii. 4, and June 15, 1784.
5 See ante, i. 193, note i.
3 Booth acted Cato, and Wilks Juba when Addison's Cato was brought out. Pope told Spence that ' Lord Bolingbroke's carrying his friends to the house, and presenting Booth with a purse of guineas for so well representing the character of a person "who rather chose to die than see a general for life," carried the success of the play much beyond what they ever expected.' Spence's Ancc. p. 46, Bolingbroke alluded to the Duke of Marlborough. Pope in his Imitations of Horace, 2 Epist. i. 123, introduces ' well-mouth'd Booth.'
Garrick,.
